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of the Shogun promised to take measures to reduce to a
peaceful attitude the Daimyo of Choshiu, but the growing
political disturbances and the impoverishment of the treasury
made it impossible to carry out its pacific design. Finally
an expedition consisting of nine British ships-of-war, four
Dutch, three French, and one steamer, chartered for the
occasion to represent the United States, was sent against
Shimonoseki, and, after it had made an attack, the Daimyo,
finding it useless to contend against such overwhelming odds,
gave in his absolute submission. An indemnity of three
million dollars was enacted from Japan for damages and for
expenses entailed by the operations against the Daimyo of
Choshiu. This action was an illustration of the overbearing
diplomacy with which Western nations have conducted their
intercourse with the East. It is, however, only fair to Earl
Russell, the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to say that
he had sent a despatch to the British Envoy in Japan in
which he said: " That Her Majesty's Government positively
enjoin you not to undertake any military operation whatever
in the interior of Japan ; and they would indeed regret the
adoption of any measures against the Japanese government
and princes, even though limited to naval operations, unless
absolutely required by self-defence." One redeeming feature
in connection with this affair was the repayment, in response
to a widely-expressed public sentiment, by the Congress of
the United States in 1883 of 785,000 dollars, her share of
the indemnity.

Writing of these and similar cases the late Lord Salis-
bury said: " These cases furnish very fair specimens of the
nature of English foreign policy towards the weakest Powers,
In principle it is overbearing, exacting, pushing every right
to the extremest limit, and where the existence of a right
is doubtful, cynically throwing the sword into the balance.
In execution these principles are carried out with no diplo-
matic courtesy, and with no consideration of the feelings or
the wounded honour of those to whom they are applied, but
rather with an ostentatious insolence. It is throughout a